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India: Polity & Symbols

■ Capital of India: New Delhi. National language status: Hindi (official) with English.
■ The President is the constitutional head; the Prime Minister heads the government.
■ Parliament has two houses: Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
■ The Constitution came into force on 26 January 1950 (Republic Day).
■ National animal: Tiger; national bird: Peacock; national flower: Lotus.

Geography

■ The Ganga is the longest river of India.
■ Kanchenjunga is the highest mountain peak located in India.
■ India has 28 states and 8 Union Territories.
■ The Tropic of Cancer passes through the middle of India.

Science & History Facts

■ The chemical symbol for gold is Au and for iron is Fe.
■ The human body has 206 bones in adulthood.
■ The freezing point of water is 0°C and boiling point is 100°C.
■ India gained independence on 15 August 1947.

Days, Awards & Sports

■ World Environment Day is observed on 5 June.
■ The Bharat Ratna is India's highest civilian award.
■ The Olympic Games are held every four years.
■ The Dhyan Chand Award recognises lifetime sporting achievement.
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